Ishiomaki Sunshine Project students won a prize in a nationwide contest:

“Infinity of Creativity: Grand Prize for Business Plans of High School Students”

Elkem implemented corporate CSR in Ishinomaki, the most seriously damaged area by Great
Tohoku Earthquake and Tsunami Disaster on March 11, 2011. Elkem immediately started to
prepare encouraging young adults who would be the actual force of recovery or re-

establishment of local community.

Elkem donated a 15KW PV system based on ESS™ in October 2011 and arranged special
programs on renewable energy and silicon. Seven students, winning an essay contest, and
a teacher were invited to Norway in August 2012 to learn more about Norway, renewable

energy, Silicon and Elkem.

The same students have now repaid our goodwill by winning a contest sponsored by the
Japan Finance Corporation (JFC), a public corporation wholly owned by the Japanese
government. 1,546 business ideas from 151 senior high schools were submitted from all over

the country, and “our” students were among the best!

Their business idea, which was praised as being very innovative by the selection committee
in its special comment, is titled “Development of Electric Bicycles with Solar Rechargeable
Battery, it's use in rental business system and commercial marketing”. During an interview
with the local newspaper, they say that the idea came up due to the experience and learning

from their stay in Norway during summer last year.

They are graduating from Ishinomaki Commercial High School in March 2014 to take a new
step forward towards their own career and young adulthood. We sincerely hope that their
experience from the Elkem Sunshine Project, both at school and in Norway, will continue to
be built upon and leading to even more initiatives in promoting eco-conscious life style in

general.
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